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At Wilsonart , we are equal parts
art and engineering.
That’s why our materials are
as functional as they are
unforgettable.
Each surface provides a canvas
for color and texture, patterns
and points of view. Always
powerful. Always purposeful.
Always having something to say.
Then there’s the science—the
engineering that goes inside.
It’s research and development ,
approached from design.
Innovation and technology in
the most relatable sense.

Cover products inspired by Glacier Aspen, Satin Brushed Natural Aluminum, and White Driftwood.
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I T S TA R T S W I T H A N I D E A .

YOUR IDEA.

A PAT T E R N .

A TEXTURE.

A NEW PERSPECTIVE.
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OUR JOB
IS TO MAKE IT POSSIBLE.

YOUR JOB
IS TO MAKE IT REAL.
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MATERIAL
CHOICE
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M AT E R I A L C H O I C E

Today’s built environments offer
more material choices than ever
before. A solution for every surface.
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QUARTZ

S O L I D S U R FA C E

L A M I N AT E

Wilsonart® Quartz is a stylish, sleek, and strong
surface with performance features that make
this one of the most popular surface materials
on the market today. Our Quartz designs
capture the authentic essence of natural
stones while incorporating neutral colors in
reimagined structures. Each design is uniquely
suited to mix with a variety of styles and
trends for evergreen spaces.

Wilsonart® Solid Surface serves up seamless,
non-porous, and hygienic performance ideal for
commercial and residential interiors. As a
renewable and repairable surface, you can relish
in the ease of day-to-day maintenance and longlasting durability. Blending natural elements
with creative flair and current colors, our Solid
Surface designs are one-of-a-kind looks
available on the market today.

Did you know laminate is 70 percent paper?
Not only is it regarded as the most
environmentally friendly countertop surface,
Wilsonart® Laminate offers the ultimate design
and budget flexibility with our Virtual Design
Library and WilsonartXYou custom solutions.
And with specialty laminates, you have
more performance choices than ever, from
fingerprint-resistant surfaces to Chalkboard,
Markerboard, and more.
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M AT E R I A L C H O I C E

QUARTZ SCIENCE

Quartz echoes nature and can
mimic more luxurious surfaces,
providing everyday durability in
a variety of elevated styles.
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Quartz is one of the most abundant minerals found in the earth’s
crust. Often confused with quartzite, a closely related metamorphic
rock, engineered quartz is derived from the mineral, not the rock.
Quartzite is quartz sandstone that has been converted through
heat and pressure caused by tectonic compression.
Quartz is a mixture of materials consisting of up to 93 percent
quartz and the rest resins. The mix is poured into a mold, pressed,
cured, and then polished. The result is a product with a natural
stone look, increased durability, and easy maintenance.
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M AT E R I A L C H O I C E

S O L I D S U R FA C E S C I E N C E

Two years before the first man
walked on the moon, Solid Surface
was pushing boundaries for the
future of materials.
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In general, Solid Surface is a mix that consists of acrylic, epoxy,
resins, and pigments. It is made by mixing, heating, and then
cooling the ingredients. Different designs can be achieved by
mixing with the injection of acrylic-modified polyesters.
Where Solid Surface excels is its moldability. The mix can be
injected into molds to produce a variety of shapes out of a single
sheet. Perhaps the most common example is countertops and
sinks, but it can also be used to give unique curves and bends
without a seam.
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M AT E R I A L C H O I C E

L A M I N AT E S C I E N C E

With so many options for thickness,
design, and finish, Laminate is
perhaps the most commonly-used
engineered surface. What it can
achieve is often overlooked.
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The protective layer starts with a tea-bag thin paper that is coated
in resin for durability and can take on different finishes and textures.
Today, the texture can be set to match the pattern in the design
layer. The design layer is typically made of paper which can be
customized to anything as long as it can be printed. The final backing
layer can take different forms as well to enhance structural
stability. The thickness of the laminate can also be customized.
Increased thickness means increased durability.
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M AT E R I A L C H O I C E

WILSONART X YOU

VIRTUAL DESIGN LIBRARY (VDL)

Laminate can frame an idea. Say something
meaningful. Build a brand. Wilsonart X You
achieves more than you can imagine. Photos,
artwork, patterns, logos, messaging—whatever
it is, our laminate is your blank canvas.

Our Virtual Design Library is an ever-expanding
boutique collection of laminates. With designs
showcasing nature, folk art, patterns, and more,
there’s endless possibilities for every unique space.
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MATERIAL
CHANGE
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M AT E R I A L C H A N G E

What is authentic?
A modern sense of authenticity arose in the
industrial age. Stemming from the Bauhaus,
the legendary German design and fine arts
school, mid-century modernism in design often
features new materials and transparency in
construction. Bauhaus architect Mies Van
Der Rohe and his peers began creating new
buildings from glass and steel. American
designer Charles Eames created groundbreaking chairs made of molded plywood and
fiberglass. New materials not only offered
new opportunities for manufacturing, but also
established new aesthetics.
Designers still seek a material authenticity,
but materials have evolved a lot since 1950.
In discussing what is good design, Eames
once asked, “Does it solve a problem? Is it
serviceable? How is it going to look in ten
years?” Natural materials are inherently honest,
but looking at material choice through the
Eames lens can lead a designer away from
found-materials like wood and marble. Natural
materials may be less serviceable or not hold
up as well in modern architectural spaces.
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Wilsonart Engineered
Surfaces invites you to
think differently about
material choices and what
you can do.
Like steel, glass, plywood, and fiberglass fifty
years ago, today’s materials are changing the
landscape of design. Modern engineering, highprecision manufacturing, and global distribution
change how we think about authenticity.
When design paradigms are being established
by Google and Apple, designers have new
touchstones. Today’s architectural surfaces
offer new performance expectations and
design possibilities.
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M AT E R I A L C H A N G E

New technologies sometimes offer choices that can
inspire and confuse. Product ingredients, production,
and quality controls have all evolved, blurring the lines
between what is familiar and what is possible. What
was true yesterday isn’t true today, and certainly won’t
be true tomorrow.

The first polyester suits were high tech and high fashion.

Science and industry have explored
manufacturing alternatives for hundreds of
years, finding ways to improve performance,
increase customer choice, and lower cost. As
with most new ideas, the initial products are
enough to make waves in the marketplace but
leaves room for improvement. With time and
understanding, true innovations improve and
challenge the status quo.
Take polyester as an example. Leisure suits made
of this fiber came into fashion in the late 1930s
for wealthy men. Polyester was new and exciting,
and the popularity of the leisure suits exploded.
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Over time, they became more affordable
and required less care. The material had
compelling new attributes, but its initial
application may not have been a perfect
fit. While inexpensive and less fussy, early
polyester clothing was thick and not as
breathable or soft as natural fibers. Once
heralded as progressive fashion, the leisure
suit started to look and feel dated. A few
decades later, however, polyester fibers
have improved and been reinvented.

Today, synthetic fibers are a mainstay in
contemporary fashion. Polyester is found
in the majority of clothing and has robust
applications in athletic apparel. “Microfibers”
are soft, lightweight, breathable, durable,
and have specific engineered performance
characteristics. The original innovation of
polyester had potential that Polyester 2.0 is
now starting to realize.
A push for more innovation will lead to even
higher performance and sustainability.
Biomimicry begins to blur the line with
materials such as manufactured spider silk.
Natural spider silk has fascinated scientists
with its combination of a strength greater than
steel with a thin and light texture. A synthetic
version has been pursued for quite some
time, and now scientists and startups are
bringing it to market.

Microfibers are Polyester
2.0. In the wake of all
this change, it’s easy to
forget how today’s highperformance clothing
started with polyester
leisure suits.
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M AT E R I A L C H A N G E

In the same way polyester has evolved
dramatically, so have surface materials made
for the built environments of today.
Manufacturing innovation has occurred in
many industries, including architectural surface
materials. When we think of laminate, it’s
easy to think of your grandmother’s kitchen or
funky bathrooms from the 50s and 60s. But
surface materials for built environments today
aren’t what they used to be.
Today’s engineered materials offer applicationspecific performance characteristics. From
a quality and choice standpoint, laminate
today bears little resemblance to your
grandmother’s kitchen. Engineered solid
surface, quartz, and high-performance
laminates add even more variety. Surface
materials today offer new aesthetics,
textures, and applications.
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Surface materials today
offer new aesthetics,
textures, and applications.
As synthetic fibers challenge natural fibers,
new surface choices call attention to
historical precedents: granite versus quartz,
new laminate innovations, backlit solid
surfaces, etc. Materials have clearly evolved,
changing perceptions and expectations.
It’s time to ask what’s possible.

Ralph Wilson’s home where he experimented with materials.

For more than 60 years, Wilsonart has been a
leader in surface materials.
Nothing better depicts the spirit of Wilsonart
like a walk through Ralph Wilson’s innovative
home. Tucked back in a family-friendly
neighborhood, its exterior unassuming, the
historic Ralph Wilson house is approachable
and nicely designed—with the times but not
ahead of them. Stepping through the front
door is like opening a portal leading to an
incredible combination of innovation lab and
community gathering space.

But this wasn’t just Ralph’s home. It was
his creative laboratory, where he tested new
materials and tinkered with ways to improve
them. Today, we call this innovation. But
before that was a buzzword, it was Ralph’s
natural way of doing things—questioning
the status quo, pursuing better solutions,
and making them work in the interior space.
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MATERIAL
MIXOLOGY
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M AT E R I A L M I X O L O GY

S U R FA C E S O L U T I O N S

Projects get
complicated.
We can help.
There is only so much time in a day and
designers are on the clock for most of it.
The workflow of a designer is intense, as
they balance budgets and timelines while
unearthing a client’s needs and desires for
a space or building, often times moderating
multiple inputs from the client’s side.
As they do, material needs and preferences
begin to take shape. Selections are made and
passed on. And here is where the telephone
game begins. Between architects, designers,
general contractors, subcontractors,
fabricators, and clients, there are a lot of
expectations to manage.
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M AT E R I A L M I X O L O GY

BALANCING PERFORMANCE

Mixing materials
for a brand new
perspective.
It’s a common scenario: the client has a
grand vision for the space, but the budget
doesn’t match. This is where the smart use of
materials can save the design intent
and budget.
Knowing how to get the most out of
vertical and horizontal surfaces, as well as
understanding where to leverage different
materials to organize a space helps achieve
the right balance between budget and design.
Consider the cost and performance
differences between Thermally Fused and
High Pressure Laminates. TFL can be placed
in low-touch areas that require less durability
and it can match an HPL pattern perfectly.
Elevate the offering with Wilsonart® Traceless™
Laminate, so clients can enjoy fingerprintresistant cabinets for years to come.
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M AT E R I A L M I X O L O GY

FEELING IS BELIEVING

By your side from
first samples to
first impressions.
Clients give the most insightful reactions
once they have the material in hand. Being
able to feel the material elicits different
conversations that can have big impacts on
the design that would otherwise slide under
the radar.
For residential, commercial, and all the places
in between, each client has different needs.
Having the right materials helps move from
the abstract to the concrete.
This makes the material palette a central
touchpoint early in the process. It also means a
lot of changes can happen.
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M AT E R I A L M I X O L O GY

PROVEN RELIABILITY

Built to solve your
problems before
they happen.
No one likes to work backward. One of the
main causes for spec changes is due to the
fabricator struggling to get materials from
the vendor.
Our history of strong customer service and
speed of delivery has allowed us to build the
strongest distribution network in the U.S.
With product at the ready across North
America, no matter the material, Wilsonart
has the reach to meet your needs.
Sometimes projects have tight windows and
material needs to be delivered not too soon
and not too late. That’s where we excel.
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M AT E R I A L M I X O L O GY

OUR GLOBAL MISSION

The entire
Wilsonart team is
at your service.
Behind the scenes is a passionate
team, dedicated to the customers and
communities we serve.
We work hard to deliver surfaces you’ll
love—where you want them and when
you need them, all around the globe. Our
commitment to serving our clients has led us
to pioneer new applications and products.
We engineer materials for the demands of
today, increasing their performance while
pushing designs. From commercial to
residential, for every need and space, we
have you covered.
At Wilsonart, we have the world-class
people, product, and process to make your
vision more than achievable.
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The demands of today’s built
environments are ever-increasing.
Paradigms are shifting by the day,
and client expectations are only
climbing higher.
That’s why we’re investing in the
possibilities of materials. Pushing
them into innovative territories for
hospitality, healthcare, education,
office, and residential interiors.
Just like we always have.
Discover how we’re changing the
story of engineered surfaces at
wilsonart.com.
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Wilsonart literature is printed
using environmentally responsible
processes and paper.
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